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• some sources of fresh bark contain harmful pathogens
• bark is un-aged and pathogens are not killed
• pathogens can spread easily in fresh bark

• temperatures exceed 150ºF during the aging process
• pathogens cannot grow and any present are killed   
• natural colonies of benefi cial micro-organisms fl ourish

• fewer benefi cial microbes to resist growth of pathogens
• pathogen growth reduces benefi cial microbe population 
• pathogens greatly increase risk of disease in plants
• more cost and eff ort to correct pathogenic growth

• Penicillium sp. and Trichoderma sp. are just two of 
many benefi cial microbes, that fl ourish during the aging 
process, that prevent pathogen growth

• Orchiata creates a healthier environment for plants

• natural waxes in fresh bark are hydrophobic & repel water
• fresh bark does not initially hold water & nutrients well 
• inferior delivery of water & nutrients when fi rst potted
• increased watering / nutrient requirement means more cost

• aging removes waxes from surface of bark chip, allowing      
Orchiata to hold water & nutrients on outer surface

• aged surface provides instant & consistent rewetting    
• excellent delivery of water & nutrients from day one

• fresh bark is too acidic for many orchid species
• requires additional expense, time and eff ort to correct pH
• plant phytotoxic compounds can suppress plant growth

• Orchiata’s pH 5.5 - 6.5 is ideal for most orchid varieties
• Ideal pH & low EC reduces need for additives or fl ushing
• aging removes growth suppressive compounds
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When choosing the best Pinus radiata bark for your 
orchids, wisdom truly does come with age! Orchiata’s 
industry leading quality and proven performance is 

best for consistently 
superior growth
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Orchiata – the choice of professional growers
Award winning and professional orchid growers Bob 
Hamilton, Tom Perlite, Graham Woods and Hadley Cash 
all use and recommend Orchiata for superior results.

“Orchiata bark is one of the most signifi cant growing 
improvements that I’ve made with orchids in the last 10 
years! We all want a potting mix that will produce great 
roots, yet last as long as possible. Nothing I’ve tried 
accomplishes these goals better or longer than Orchiata.”

~ Hadley Cash, Marriott Orchids 
    North Carolina

Orchiata, naturally aged bark provides orchid 
growers with signifi cant growing benefi ts:

There are several issues with Fresh (un-aged) bark, 
of particular concern for newly potted orchids:

Fresh Bark Aged Bark

Comparative 
photo from 
Orchid growing 
substrate trial 
conducted at 
Lincoln University, 
New Zealand
April, 2012.
(Photo unaltered)
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